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Putovanje Kleeovog gvasa po
Europi

19. studenoga 1929. poznata njemacka glumica Tilla Durieux kupi-
la je u Berlinu gvas akvarel na crnoj podlozi pod nazivom Befestigter
Ort. Prije toga djelo je bilo prodano preko trgovaca umjetninama
Rudolfa Probsta i Alfreda Flechtheima. Kako opasnost od nacizma
postaje sve veca, Tilla emigrira s muZem iz Berlina u Zagreb gdje se
useljavaju u vilu u vlasnistvu Tilline daljnje rodakinje grofice Zlate

Lubienski. Medu ostalim, mnogi ¢lanovi likovne scene i intelektual-
ne elite iz Zagreba i inozemstva posjecivali su Tillinu zbirku.

Formalno je postala drZavljanka Jugoslavije 1950. godine, a nekoliko

Tilla Durieux kao Konigin 0datis, Photo Becker and Maas, Berlin, razglednica, privatni arhiv Antonije Mlikofe

gOdlna kasnl.]ea kad S€ presellla u N.]emaCku9 njezin Zaht.] cv da pre- Tilla Durieux as Konigin 0datis, Photo Becker and Maas, Berlin, postcard, private Archive of Antonija Mlikota

seli zbirku u Berlin je odbijen zbog pravnih razloga. Godine 1969.
utvrdeno je da u zbirci nedostaju mnoge umjetnine, izmedu ostalih
i Befestigter Ort. Krada ovog poznatog umjetnickog djela prijavljena
je policiji 27. oZujka 1969. godine. Zapocela je velika policijska istra-
ga, novine su pisale o kradi, no nakon nekoliko mjeseci sve je utih-
nulo. Umjetnicko djelo i kradljivac nisu bili pronadeni, sve do sada.
Danas znamo da je Befestigter Ort u privatnoj zbirci u Njemackoj, ali
kradljivac ostaje nepoznat. Nakon krade djelo je Cetiri puta izlagano:
u Veneciji i Milanu 1986. godine, te u Dresdenu i Diisseldorfu 2014. i
2015. godine. Tilla Durieux bila je jako pogodena vijescu o kradi
Kleeovog rada iz svoje zbirke u Zagrebu. Umrla je 1971. godine bez
da je saznala istinu o kradi i bez da je ponovno vidjela Kleeovo djelo.
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Zlata Lubienski u nekadasnjoj dnevnoj sobi Tille Durieux u Jurjevskoj 27 u Zagrebu s Kleeovim Befestigter Orfna
Zidu, iz knjige: Dragan Damjanovic, ,Vila Zivkovic-Adrowski-Lubienski”, Vlastita naklada Anita Bracun i Bruno Bracun,
Zagreb, 2016., str. 150

Zlata Lubienski in Tilla's former living room in Jurjevska 27 in zagreb, with Befesfigter Orton the wall, from the
book: Dragan Damjanovic, “Vila Zivkovic-Adrowski-Lubienski*, Self-publication Anita Bracun and Bruno Bracun,
Zagreb, 2016, p. 150
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The Journey of Klee’s Gouache
across Europe

On November 19th 1929, a well-known German actress, Tilla
Durieux, bought a gouache-watercolor on a black paper base, called
Befestigter Ort, in Berlin. Prior to entering the collection of Tilla
Durieux, the artwork was sold through the art dealers Rudolf Probst
and Alfred Flechtheim. During the rise of Nazism, Tilla emigrated
with her husband from Berlin to Zagreb, where they moved into the
villa owned by Tilla’s distant relative, the Countess Zlata Lubienski.
Among others, many members of the art scene and intellectual elite
from Zagreb and abroad visited Tilla’s Collection. In 1950, she for-
mally became a citizen of Yugoslavia. A few years later, when she
moved to Germany, her request to take the collection to Berlin was
denied for legal reasons. In 1969, it was established that many items
were missing, including the Befestigter Ort. The theft of this famous
art work was reported to the police on 27th of March 1969. A seri-
ous police investigation commenced, and even newspapers wrote

about the thett. However, after only a few months, the case got cold.

Paul Klee, Befestigter 0rt, cb i kolor fotografije, Arhiv Gradskog zavoda za zastitu spomenika kulture i prirode,

The artwork and the thief were never found _ until NOW Today we Zagreb i novinski ¢lanak Lugaric P., Louvre u Jurjevskoj ulici, .Globus™ br. 196, 31.3.1963., Zagreb, Str. 28
Paul Klee, Befestigter Ort, bw and color photo, Archive of City Insfitute for the Conservation of Culfural and Natural
know that the Befestz;qter Ortis in a private collection in Germany Heritage in Zagreb, and the newspaper article Lugaric P, Louvre u Jurjevskoj ulici, “Globus™” no. 196, 31st March 1963,
) Zagreb, p. 28

However, the thief remains unidentified. After the theft, the
Befestigter Ort was exhibited four times, first in Venice and Milan in
1986, and then in Dresden and Dusseldorf in 2014 and 2015. Tilla
Durieux was devastated with the news of the theft of Klee’s work
from her Collection in Zagreb. She died in 1971, without ever know-
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ing its fate, and without ever again seeing Klee’s work again. ! e TR N i
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Novinski clanak u Vecernjem listu o kradi djela Paula Kleea u Zagrebu, 27. fravnja 1969.
Newspaper article in Vecernji list about the theft of Paul Klee's work in Zagreb, 27th April 1969.





