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O sudbini jedne zagrebačke 
zbirke

Kamila (1902.-1998.) i Eugen Radovan (1874.-1947.) posjedovali 
su značajnu umjetničku zbirku u kojoj su bile zastupljene umjetni-
ne od antike do kasnoga baroka. Analizom različitih arhivskih fon-
dova moguće je rekonstruirati različite faze i metode razvlašćivanja, 
no ne i sudbinu čitave zbirke.

Uspostavom Nezavisne Države Hrvatske zbirka Radovan je popisa-
na te su načinjene fotografije interijera njihove vile na Josipovcu u 
Zagrebu, koju je zaposjeo njemački Wehrmacht, čiji su oficiri ukrca-
li i odvezli pet umjetničkih predmeta. Ipak većina je umjetnina do-
čekala kraj rata u prostoru vile te je proglašenjem Federativne 
Narodne Republike Jugoslavije zbirka Radovan registirana i zaštiće-
na kao ‘privatna zbirka javnoga značaja’ čime se trebala osigurati ne 
samo zaštita predmeta, već i njihova razmještaja, a time i čitava sta-
na. Usprkos tome Kamili Radovan je početkom 1949. godine vila 
oduzeta, a njezina je zbirka pohranjena isprva u Muzeju grada 
Zagreba, a potom 1955. u Muzeju za umjetnost i obrt.

Veći broj umjetničkih predmeta ipak je bio vraćen vlasnici, ali ne i 
najznačajnije slike starih majstora. Međutim zgradu u 
Basaričekovoj 24, kamo je Kamila Radovan bila primorana useliti, 
kupila je 1976. godine Skupština grada Zagreba za smještaj zbirke 
Ante Topića Mimare te je Kamila Radovan ponovno morala iseliti. 
Tom je prilikom međutim uspjela isposlovati otkup 11 umjetnina uz 
dozvolu za izvoz 60-ak umjetničkih predmeta u Beč.

Sudbina zbirke Radovan rječito je svjedočanstvo poslijeratne pre-
raspodjele stambenoga fonda te posljedično tome i rasparčavnja 
zbirke.
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On the fate of a collection from 
Zagreb

Kamila (1902-1998) and Eugen Radovan (1874-1947) were the 
owners of a significant art collection that comprised artworks from 
Antiquity to the Late Baroque period. An analysis of different ar-
chives enabled the reconstruction of the various phases and meth-
ods of its expropriation, but not of the fate of the entire collection.

Upon the establishment of the Independent State of Croatia, the 
Radovan Collection was catalogued, and the interior of the Radovan 
Villa on Zagreb’s Josipovac, which housed it, was photographed. The 
villa was later occupied by the German Wehrmacht, whose officers 
loaded five artworks on a military truck and drove off with them. 
However, most of the artworks remained in the villa until the end of 
the war, when the Federal People’s Republic of Yugoslavia was estab-
lished. The Radovan Collection was then registered and protected as 
a ‘private collection of public interest’, which was meant to secure 
not only the objects from the collection, but also their display 
throughout the apartment, and the apartment itself. Despite having 
this status, the villa was taken from Kamila Radovan at the begin-
ning of 1949, and the collection was stored first in the Museum of 
the City of Zagreb, and later, in the year 1955, in the Museum of 
Arts and Crafts.

In the end, many artworks were returned to Kamila Radovan, but 
not the most significant paintings by the Old Masters. However, the 
building on Basaričekova Street 24 where Kamila was forced to 
move was bought by the Zagreb City Council in the year 1976, for 
the housing of the Ante Topić Mimara Collection, causing Kamila to 
move again. Nevertheless, she managed to arrange the repurchase of 
11 artworks, and permission to export about another 60 artworks to 
Vienna.

The fate of the Radovan Collection is testimony to the post-war re-
distribution of the housing foundation, and the consequent dissolu-
tion of the Collection itself.
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